10C*THE TIMELESS PSALMS:

A CALL TO WORSHIP

AFTER EPIPHANY 2C [ORDINARY 2C] 2016
PSALM 36: 5-10

God of awesome faithfulness: we come to drink from your fountain of life.
We come to learn about the faithfulness that grows out of God’s deep love.

God of enduring justice: we come to be warmed by the light of God’s glory.
We come to learn about the justice that evolves in God’s refining presence.

God of unfailing love: we come in faith to be nurtured and nourished through

being in your life-giving presence, and by joining together in worshipping you.

We come to learn about and to experience God’s unfailing and steadfast love

that develops within that grace and truth, that flows from God’s fountain of life. Amen.

PSALM 36: 5-10
5Your unfailing love, O LORD, is as vast as the heavens;
gour faithfulness reaches beyond the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,
your justice like the ocean depths.
You care for people and animals alike, O LORD.

"How precious is your unfailing love, O God!

All humanity finds shelter in the shadow of your wings.
8You feed them from the abundance of your own house,
letting them drink from your river of delights.

®For you are the fountain of life, the light by which we see.
" Pour out your unfailing love on those who love you:;

give justice to those with honest hearts.



PRAYERS OF THANKFULNESS AND PETITION:
AFTER EPIPHANY 2C [ORDINARY 2C] 2016
PSALM 36: 5-10

Holy and Glorious God, we give thanks for the many blessings we receive
from the Holy Scriptures, which enlighten and enliven our faith in God, so
that we can know and experience those moments of special insight when

the light of truth and God’s grace and mercy suddenly enrich and bless us.
God of awesome faithfulness: we come to drink from your fountain of life as
we come to share together in learning about God'’s faithfulness that is based
on and grows out of God’s deep love for all creation; and we give you special
thanks for the people who, through their life experiences, have been blessed
with special knowledge of God and have the words to guide us closer to God.

God of enduring justice: we come into God’s holy presence to be warmed by
the light of God’s glory; and we come together to ask of our Understanding God
that we may learn what it means to live within God’s justice and righteousness.
We are such needy people and we cherish the thought of how precious to us is
God’s unfailing love for us; and that we can actually come into the holy presence
of our God to snuggle up and “..shelter in the shadow of God'’s wings...” and
know that special sense of security and trusting peace that we receive there.

Generous God, we come together to share and learn about what it means to be

loved unconditionally by God! We give thanks for the centuries of knowledge

and experiences of people who have lived faithfully with the blessings of God’s
unfailing love and how it has enriched their lives. We give thanks for the people

who have enriched our lives and faith through their own experiences of God’s
steadfast and immeasurable love; and who have taught us about always trusting

in that love. God of unfailing love: we come in faith to be nurtured and nourished
through being in your life-giving presence, and by joining together in worshipping

you. Today we come to learn about and to experience God’s unfailing love that
develops within God’s own grace and truth that flows from God’s fountain of life. Amen.



A PERSONAL MEDITATION:
AFTER EPIPHANY 2C [ORDINARY 2C] 2016
PSALM 36: 5-10

In these few selected verses we have some of the most powerful and timeless
spiritual images with which God has blessed us as God’s people! Our world
population could probably be divided into two categories: those people who have
little or nothing; and those people who belong to the careless, throw-away society
where “things” are made not to last! The concept of something being offered that

is unfailing, that never wears out; that is functional and never breaks down beyond
its “use by” date; and is always constant - seems unimaginable to many people. Yet
that is the gift God offers to us - God’s unfailing love offered to such an extent as to
be beyond our understanding! Also, there is the unimagined extent of God'’s justice
and righteousness that reach beyond the heights and depths of God, as expressed
by the psalmist which are both extraordinarily convincing as well as being very real!

Creative pause: The abundance of God’s unfailing love is beyond our experience.

Since this world’s first birds laid their eggs and hatched their first chicks, the divine
caring and protective instincts have been there just as those fledglings were sheltered
under their parent’s wings. This imagery has been lifted to greater heights with the
compassionate and caring parenting instincts of God, who will if allowed, shelter all
vulnerable humanity close to the warmth of God’s healing presence. How precious

is that concept! The psalmist continued describing God’s gracious qualities: “.. You

feed them from the abundance of your own house, letting them drink from your river

of delights....” Whether the psalmist imagined God’s care as being either or both spiritual
nurturing or physical nourishing, the people were blessed by God’s provision for them.

Creative pause: What delights do you feed from arising from God’s abundance?

In these few words we have the very basis of God’s covenant relationship with God’s
people - unfailing and steadfast love, and God faithfulness as expressed through God’s
justice and righteousness. As people “...drink from your river of delights....” those
delights flow straight from the fountain God’s waters of life. Those delights are also
found in the light of God’s glory that shines and warms us — and it is a light for us to
see the world with the same clarity as the loving light by which that God sees us! The
psalmist’s heartfelt and earnest prayer concludes the selected verses: “...Pour out your
unfailing love on those who love you; give justice to those with honest hearts...” As

we respond to the covenantal relationship God offers us of unfailing love and God’s
righteousness and justice; the shelter of God’s presence; God’s the waters of life; and
the light and warmth of God’s love, so we too receive God’s nurturing and nourishing!

Creative pause: God'’s faithfulness is beyond any measuring or understanding.
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